
Bugs
What’s happening to our insect numbers?

The number of insects 
sampled on vehicle  
number plates  
decreased by  
78% between  
2004 and 2023. 

78%
decrease

numbers by Country  
Splat rates in 2023 compared to 2004 

6,637
journeys

16,304
total journeys in the 
Bugs Matter dataset

200,420
miles covered

bugs matter  
2023 summary

2023 survey season results

83%
decrease

76%
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scotland

englandwales

participation 

new Bugs Matter 
users signed up 
in 2023

1,260 

Counties yet to record journeys: 
Clackmannan, Midlothian  
and Shetland 

670
essex

1,292
kent

579
norfolk

numbers by County  
Most journeys recorded in:

counties recorded more than 
100 journeys (more than in 
previous years!)14

Find more information about the  
Bugs Matter project here:

kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/bugs-matter

19,928
insects sampled 

Between 2022 and 2023, the number of 
insect splats fell by 38%.

*Splat rate between 2021 and 2023

54%
decrease

n. ireland

In the Bugs Matter dataset


