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What are B-Lines?
B-Lines are a network of 3-kilometre-wide insect pathways 
connecting the best remaining wildflower-rich habitats across 
the whole of the UK. If 10% of the length of the B-Lines 
network is filled with stepping stones of pollinator habitat, 
it starts to provide the essential connectivity that wildlife 
needs to thrive. B-Lines are a prioritised network to enable 
pollinators and other wildlife to move freely, reconnect our 
landscapes and support nature’s recovery.

For more information please read our ‘B-Lines: Insect 
Superhighways’ report.

Why do we need B-Lines?
Our pollinators are in trouble. Insects and other invertebrate 
populations are declining rapidly, and it’s not just individual 
species which are disappearing, the sheer abundance 
of insect life in our countryside has fallen. One of the 
main causes for this is the widespread destruction and 
fragmentation of habitats. For pollinating insects this means 
the loss of wildflower-rich habitats like wildflower-rich 
grasslands, meadows and heathlands.

Over 97% of the UK’s wildflower-rich grasslands have been 
lost since the 1930s. Over time, the wildflower-rich areas 
where pollinators can thrive have shrunk into tiny, scattered 
fragments. Many pollinators have become restricted to 
these fragments, unable to move through the landscape to 
colonise new sites or recolonise sites from where they have 
been lost, or respond to other environmental pressures like 
climate change.

This is where B-Lines comes in. By coordinating efforts across 
the UK, the benefits for pollinators are cumulative – the 
more stepping stones of habitat created in close proximity to 
each other in B-Lines, the more sustainable local pollinator 
populations will be.

Working with partners across the UK, Buglife’s B-Lines 
initiative aims to re-establish habitat connectivity through 
our landscape and allow pollinators to thrive.

For more information please read our ‘B-Lines: Insect 
Superhighways’ report.

How were B-Lines mapped?
B-Lines were mapped at a regional or county level, using 
national and local datasets and agreed by a partnership of 
experts including conservation partners, local authorities and 
other groups, including local stakeholders who understand 
the landscape. 

The aim was to map the best remaining wildflower-rich 
habitats and the best connections between them for 
pollinators, while considering where the best opportunities 
to restore habitats might be and how to link to  
neighbouring regions. 

By mapping B-Lines piece by piece, using a data-led and 
replicable methodology, then drawing on local knowledge, a 
complete national network of 3km B-Lines corridors has been 
mapped for the UK’s pollinators.
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Can we add more B-Lines to the map? 
The UK B-Lines network has now been completely mapped, 
so new corridors can no longer be added.

For more information please read our ‘Mapping B-Lines:  
a methodology’ report.

Can I add to the B-Lines habitat map?
Yes! Anyone can contribute pollinator habitat creation, 
restoration or enhancement to our national B-Lines effort. 
Simply visit the Buglife online interactive map.

Who can help create the B-Lines?
Everyone! This includes individual members of the public, 
community groups, farmers, landowners, schools, local 
authorities and councils, statutory agencies, wildlife 
conservation organisations and businesses. We need 
everyone on the B-Lines to come forward and play a part in 
creating them.

How can I help B-Lines in my garden?
Gardens cover over 430,000ha of the UK, which is over four 
and half times the total area of our National Nature Reserves! 
This makes them hugely important habitat stepping stones for 
sustaining wildlife of all kinds. The nation’s lawns are a huge 
untapped resource for our pollinators – even just mowing 
less often will give dandelions, daisies, clover and Selfheal the 
chance to flower, so give the mower a rest. Bigger gardens 
can provide diverse habitat features for pollinators including 
wildflowers, bee friendly garden plants, fruit trees hedges, 
spring bulbs or wildlife ponds. Even containers or hanging 
baskets can enhance small paved gardens.

Beyond your garden, local community spaces can be great 
places to deliver for wildlife, with people working together to 
share their skills, experience and enthusiasm.

For further information please see our Creating pollinator 
friendly gardens and green spaces. 

How can I encourage my local 
authority or park to help pollinators?

Local authorities can make an important contribution to 
B-Lines by managing parks, green spaces and roadside 
verges with pollinators in mind. Why not contact your 
local authority and councillors to express your support for 
introducing wildflowers and improving their management 
for pollinators? You could direct them to our ‘B-Lines: Insect 
Superhighways’ report and Local Authority guidance to 
inspire them to act.

B-Lines can help local authorities to prioritise their 
biodiversity and pollinator commitments. You could highlight 
the crucial role of B-Lines and the importance of pollinators 

in local authority consultations for local nature recovery 
strategies, local development plans, green infrastructure, 
and ecological networks. It is by embedding B-Lines in these 
important strategic documents that they can then be taken 
forward by local authorities as wildlife priorities.

For further information please see our Local Authority 
Guidance materials.

Can my farm or land contribute  
to B-Lines?

Yes! B-Lines involves thinking big and needs the help of 
landowners and land managers to truly deliver for our 
wildlife. Private smallholdings, farms and businesses on 
B-Lines can make space for wildflowers and pollinators on 
their land. These benefits can be amplified if delivered at 
scale and if local farmer groups work together to coordinate 
their efforts and work towards a shared goal of helping their 
local pollinators.

Pollinator habitat creation and restoration of all sizes is 
welcomed, but bigger, whole field work can deliver the 
greatest outcomes for wildlife. It is also helpful to consider 
improving habitat where it can act as a useful stepping stone 
between existing wildflower-rich habitats. It is also vital that 
farmers and landowners continue to manage the existing 
semi-natural habitats in the landscape that are already 
playing an important role.

Agri-environment schemes can provide significant funding for 
wildflower-rich habitats and their long-term management. 
By picking or increasing the amount of the most beneficial 
management options for insect pollinators, and looking to 
create new wildflower-rich habitat, farmers and landowners 
can help develop large stretches of the B-Lines network.

For more information please see our Farmer and Landowner 
Guidance materials.

Are B-Lines only for the countryside?
No, B-Lines are for everywhere! Although large sections of 
B-Lines will be located in the countryside, this does not mean 
that the towns and villages along the routes cannot help. 
Villages and towns within the B-Lines can all help by creating 
flower-rich habitats on village greens, parks and open spaces, 
and by making the most of gardens to provide food for  
insect pollinators.
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What sort of wildflower seed should  
I use?

It is always best to use native wildflower species of UK 
provenance. Where possible, try to source these from the local 
area so that they are adapted to the local area and habitats. 
Wildflower seed or green hay can both be used to create 
high quality wildflower areas. In built-up urban areas, more 
colourful seed mixes including non-native species can be used 
where appropriate and away from important wildlife sites.

Use reputable suppliers of native wildflower seed such as 
Boston Seeds and Emorsgate, or Scotia Seeds for Scotland.

I don’t live on a B-Line, can I still help 
pollinators?

Yes! Although we want to prioritise the national wildflower 
delivery within the B-Lines network to generate the greatest 
benefits for pollinators, everyone can still do their bit  
for pollinators.

The UK B-Lines network has now been completely mapped, 
so new corridors can no longer be added. Regardless, 
whether you live on or off a B-Line, every bit of habitat helps 
your local pollinators.

Check to see if you live on or near a B-Line on our interactive 
B-Lines map.

Is Buglife able to visit my site?
Unfortunately, we can’t visit every site to offer advice, we 
focus our efforts on active project areas. We aim to deliver 
B-Lines by supporting our network of committed partners, 
providing advice and information to help people make the 
right decisions for pollinators. Please see our online B-Lines 
resources for advice on how to deliver B-Lines.

Are Buglife delivering B-Lines on the 
ground all over the UK?

Buglife has delivered B-Lines projects on the ground across the 
UK through funded projects, working with local communities 
to create and restore hundreds of hectares of wildflow-
er-rich habitats. However, these projects are often in specific 
geographical areas and are time-limited, aiming to generate 
local enthusiasm and act as a catalyst for others to act.

Thankfully, B-Lines are a shared endeavour, that Buglife 
isn’t trying to deliver alone. Buglife aims to inspire action 
and provide the resources to help everyone make the right 
decisions for pollinators. We support our partners in creating 

and restoring habitat in B-Lines across the UK, regardless of 
where we have an active on the ground project.

To find out if there is an active B-Lines delivery project 
delivered by Buglife in your area, please visit the  
B-Lines webpage. 

Do Buglife have any funding we can 
use for B-Lines work?

Buglife isn’t a grant giving organisation, so we are unable to 
provide funding for wildflower creation or restoration. We 
often include the cost of habitat work within our funded 
projects, but outside of partner sites we are usually unable 
to fund habitat work. However, if there is an active B-Lines 
project in your area you might want to see how this could 
support your work or provide advice. Alternatively, get in 
touch if you wish to build a project and want to discuss a 
possible partnership with us. 

To find out if there is an active B-Lines delivery project 
delivered by Buglife in your area, please visit the  
B-Lines webpage.

Further questions? 
If you still need further help, please contact us at  
info@buglife.org.uk
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